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well, and I'll listen to you ". Elizabeth tried to
do what would seem right and fair in the eyes of the
world, A Commission went into the whole story,
and they had put before them the famous Casket
Letters. Those letters were said to have been
written by Mary to BothwelL They were found
hidden in the house of one of BothwelPs friends.
If they were genuine Mary was herself guilty,
and had helped to trap Darnley to his death.
The most celebrated letter tells Bothwell how she
has persuaded Darnley to come to Kirk o' Field,
and goes into details of how he must be got rid
of. People used to doubt whether any woman
would be so foolish as to write such dangerous
stuff, but modern instances have shown that
people plotting murder have actually written to
each other and kept the letters, to prove fatal
evidence against them.
The originals of the Casket Letters have dis-
appeared, but the Commissioners saw them and
studied them carefully. They declared that in
their belief these letters were genuine. From
that moment Elizabeth's course was decided.
She announced she could not herself from now
on meet Mary, and she never did. Letters, even
presents, passed between the two, but from that
time Mary was " detained " and became, in fact,
a prisoner, while her kingdom passed to her son.
Yet, as Queen of Scotland she had not really
been any great danger to Elizabeth, whereas now
she was to be a constant menace.